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Department of Workforce Services – Next Steps Grant 2014 
Applicant Questions and Answers 

Closed June 19, 2014 
 
1. Is it acceptable to print application pages double-sided? 

A: Yes. Please ensure the method used to keep your application pages together allow the entire 
page to be legible. 

 
2. Can a sliding-scale fee count as one of the ways a center supports families?  

A: No. 
 
3. Do the extra points for having 20% of the center’s children enrolled apply only to the 

infant/toddler rooms? 
A: No. The entire population of the center, not just the infant/toddler rooms, are used to calculate 
if 20% of the center are DWS clients.  

 
4. How is the bonus for continuity of care tracked for centers with more than one (1) 

caregiver in the infant/toddler room? 
A: See the Funding Details section, item (i) of the RFGA (page 6.)  

  
5. Does a center have to have infants/toddlers currently enrolled to apply? 

A: Yes. A center licensed for infant/toddlers must have infant/toddlers enrolled to apply. 
 

6. If approved for the grant we would like to use the grant funds to pay for a project 
scheduled to begin July 15th.  My question is, do we have to wait until after the grant is 
approved to start construction or can we use the grant funds to reimburse moneys that we 
have already spent? The grant funds are only going to cover a portion of this project. I 
need to know which portion of the construction to request grant funds for. 
A: The period for the Next Steps Grant does not start until September 1.  Funds cannot be 
expended before that date if you want the grant to pay for the improvements.  You can have 
everything set up and have them start September 1 if you are awarded funds through Next Steps, 
but it cannot be started before that date.   
 
Although a program can begin projects at the beginning date of the grant, it is important to note 
that the funds may not come for some time.  The center may have to pay for the project up front 
and them when the check arrives they can reimburse themselves.  
 
Programs should NEVER spend any grant money until there is a signed contract that has been 
executed by the state.  Be on time with getting the contract back and double check before 
spending any money.  
 
 

7. The forms included a blank Next Steps Attendance Record.  The software program we use 
will print out a monthly attendance record that has all the same information on it and is 
clearer and easier to read than a handwritten form.  Would we be able to use that form in 
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our grant application, or does it need to be the attendance record form found in the grant 
packet? 

8. A: You can use a computer generated form. 


