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UI Fraud Convictions 
The Department of Workforce Services takes the crime of unemployment insurance fraud very 

seriously and actively prosecutes such cases.  The most common cases pursued by the 

Department involve the non-report of work and earnings, but can include other crimes where the 

claimant has engaged in prohibited activities while filing for unemployment insurance.  

 

The Department strongly urges claimants to contact the Claims Center if they have any questions 

about how to accurately report their earnings or activities that might impact their eligibility to 

receive benefits. 

 

Below is a detailed record of convictions obtained by the Department for the most recent 12-

month period.    
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Conviction Details 
 

November 2016 

Third Degree Felony-Jonathan Nez 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a restitution amount of $11,458.00 at rate of $350 per month. 

 Defendant is sentenced to serve an indeterminate amount of time in Utah State Prison. 

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is ordered to serve 10 days in Iron County Jail 

and will be placed on a 36-month probation.  

 Defendant must maintain full-time employment and/or education. 

 Defendant is ordered to complete ACCI Life Skills Course (theft).  

 Defendant must submit a DNA sample. 

 Defendant is to write a letter of Apology to the victim. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Richard L Sparks 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a restitution amount of $8,928.00 to be repaid at a rate of 

$100 per month. 

 Defendant is sentenced to 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and defendant is placed on a 36-month probation.  

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Robert Gonzales 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a restitution amount of $8,717.14 to be repaid at a rate of 

$100 per month. 

 Defendant is sentenced to 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and defendant is placed on a 36-month probation.  

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a restitution amount of $11,017.00. 

 Defendant must have violated no laws while in term of agreement.  

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month probation. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a restitution amount of $7,866.00  

 Defendant must have violated no laws while in term of agreement.  

 

 Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a restitution amount of $6,643.25. 

 Defendant must maintain full-time employment. 

 Defendant must obey all laws; plea in abeyance may not be impacted by minor traffic 

violations. 
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Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a restitution amount of $10,096.00, a Plea in Abeyance fee of 

$250, and $500 to a trust in behalf of The Family Place Child & Family Support.  

 Defendant must maintain full-time employment. 

 Defendant must obey all laws; plea in abeyance may not be impacted by minor traffic 

violations. 

 
October 2016 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-William Cook 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant is sentenced to 365 days in jail. 

 Defendant is placed on a 24-month probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to complete 45 hours of community service in lieu of paying a fine. 

 Defendant must complete a mental health evaluation and recommended treatment.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete a Thinking of Change class 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $5,548.00. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Christopher Roderick 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant is sentenced to 365 days in jail. 

 364 days jail sentence has been suspended and defendant is to complete 1 day in jail. 

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month probation. 

 Probation is to be supervised by Good Behavior Probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $8,036.00 at a rate of $200 per 

month 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Eric Allred 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 A second count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud was dismissed. 

 Defendant is sentenced to 365 days in jail. 

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-months’ probation. 

 Probation is to be supervised by Good Behavior Probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $7,562.00 at a rate of $100 per 

month 

 

September 2016 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Brett Pace 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 Defendant sentenced to serve 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-months’ probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $10,092.00 at a rate of $50 per 

month.  
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Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant must violate no laws or ordinances during probation.  

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $2,600 at a rate of $73 per month. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Phillip Anderson 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 Defendant sentenced to serve 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-months’ probation to be 

supervised by Good Behavior Probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $11,620.00 at a rate of $250 per 

month.  

 
August 2016 

Class B Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Tyler Christensen 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant ordered to serve 180 days in jail. 

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on 6-month probation to be supervised 

by Fourth District Court. 

 Defendant ordered to commit no further violations of the law. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $6,078.63. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Mary Anderson 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant ordered to serve 365 days in jail. 

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 24-month probation to be 

supervised by Informal Court Probation. 

 Defendant ordered to commit no further violations of the law. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $8,042.00 at a rate of $100 per 

month.  

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Harvey Sauiluma 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant ordered to serve 365 days in jail. 

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 24-month probation to be 

supervised by Good Behavior Probation. 

 Defendant must violate no laws, maintain updated address and phone number. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $12,662.00  

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Tami Cunningham 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud 

 Defendant is ordered to serve 365 days in Weber County Jail 

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is ordered to serve 50 days in Weber County Jail 

with credit for time served. 
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 Defendant is placed on a 12-month probation 

 Defendant is ordered to not consume or possess alcohol or frequent locations where the 

chief item sold is alcohol. 

 Defendant is ordered to complete a substance abuse evaluation and complete any 

treatments. 

 Defendant is ordered to complete Moral Reconation program and provide a DNA sample. 

 Lawful, full-time verifiable employment must be obtained by the Defendant. 

 Judge ordered the restitution amount of $1864 to be repaid to the Department. 

 

 
July 2016 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Horace Roybal 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant is sentenced to serve 1 year in jail. 

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-month probation. 

 Probation is to be supervised by Good Behavior Probation. 

 Defendant must violated no laws and maintain updated address and phone number.  

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $5,794 at a rate of $160 per month.  

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $3,495 plus interest at a rate of 

$100 per month. 

 

June 2016 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) – Roger Merriam 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant is sentenced to serve 1 year in jail. 

 Jail time is suspended. 

 Defendant is placed on a 24-month probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $4,092 at a rate of $200 per month.  

 Defendant must violate no laws or ordinances during probation. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 

 Defendant must violate no laws or ordinances during probation.  

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay a $200 plea in abeyance fee and $300 for Rehabilitation 

Services. 

 Defendant must submit to DNA testing and provide proof of testing to the Davis County 

Attorney’s office. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud. 
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 Plea in abeyance is held for 6 months. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay full restitution and all civil penalties in full. 

 Defendant must have further violations.  

 

May 2016 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) - Richelle Silas 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 A second count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud was dismissed.  

 Defendant is placed on 24-month probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to repay the amount of $975 at a rate of $50 per month.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 20 hours of community service by July 1, 2016, at a 

rate of 10 hours per month.  

 Defendant must violate no laws or ordinances during probation.  

 Defendant must submit to DNA testing. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) - Kevin Beaslin 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 Defendant is sentenced to 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on probation for 36 months.  

 Probation is to be supervised by Good Behavior and Parole.  

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $11,516 at a rate of $280 per 

month.  

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 A second count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud was dismissed. 

 Defendant is placed on 36-month probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay total judgments of $12,829.54 at a rate of $357 per month. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) - Edwin Jackson 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 Defendant was sentenced to 365 days in jail. 

 Jail time was suspended and the defendant is placed on 36-month probation to be 

supervised by Good Behavior Probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay the restitution amount of $18,874 at a rate of $400 per 

month.  

 

April 2016 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Lance Hansen 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 A second count of Unemployment Fraud was dismissed. 

 Defendant is placed on 36-month probation. 

 Court ordered the defendant to pay the restitution amount of $10,670.00 at a rate of $100 

per month.  

March 2016 
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Third Degree Felony-Richard Winget 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 Defendant was sentenced to an indeterminate term in Utah State Prison. 

 Prison term is suspended and the defendant is placed on a jail-sentence term of 30 days.  

 The defendant must check into the Iron County Jail every Friday evening by 8pm and 

remain in jail for 48 hours until the 30-day sentence is completed. 

 Defendant is ordered to maintain contact with Adult Probation and Parole.  

 Court has ordered that the defendant obtain a high school diploma and complete 50 hours 

of community service.  

 Defendant is ordered not to consume or possess alcoholic beverages, illegal substances, 

mind-altering substances or energy drinks or associate with those who do, or go to places 

were alcohol is the chief item of sale or primary activity. 

 Defendant must obtain a substance abuse evaluation from a licensed provider and 

complete recommended treatment. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-David R Blonquist 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 Defendant was sentenced to 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time was suspended and he was placed on 36-month probation.  

 During probation, the defendant must violate no laws. 

 Court ordered the defendant to pay the restitution amount of $9,386.53 at a rate of $300 

per month. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Jeffery Hardwick 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Insurance Fraud.  

 Defendant was sentenced to 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time was suspended and he was placed on 36-month probation which is to be 

supervised by Good Behavior Probation.  

 During probation, the defendant must violate no laws. 

 Court ordered the defendant to pay the restitution amount of $14,610 at a rate of $150 per 

month.  

 

February 2016 

Third degree Felony (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Nelson Hernandez 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Fraud. A second count of 

Unemployment Fraud was dismissed. 

 Defendant sentenced to five years in jail. 

 Jail time was suspended and the defendant was put on 36-month probation. 

 Ordered to pay full restitution of $36,680.88 at a rate of $100 per month.  

 

December 2015 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant’s plea is held in abeyance for six months. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution in full  
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Third Degree Felony (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)- David Van Helden 

 Defendant sentenced to 36-month probation 

 Ordered to pay restitution amount of $5,252.00 and the civil penalty of $5,252.00 for a 

total of $10,504 at a rate of $295 per month.  

 


