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Women in the Economy Commission Meeting - Minutes
Thursday September 22, 2020

2:00 pm to 4:00 pm.
Buffmire Conference Room

Commission: Sen. Luz Escamilla, Rep. Elizabeth Weight, Melissa Freigang, Anne Marie Wallace, 
Sarah Brenna, Rep. Karianne Lisonbee, Jennifer Robinson

Excused: Sen. Ann Milner 

Staff Support: Dee MacLee

Guests:

AGENDA DISCUSSION RECOMMENDATIONS/ACTIO
N

Welcome

Strategic 
Planning

New 

Co-Chair Melissa Freigang welcomed everyone to the 
commission. She asked Anne-Marie to read the guiding 
principles of the WIEC to begin the meeting.

Senator Escamilla asked for a motion to approve the 
minutes from July 31, 2020. They were approved 
unanimously.

Co-chair Freigang gave a brief summary of the strategic 
planning meeting in July. She thanked Dr. Susan 
Madsen for her help in facilitating the event. Action 
items from the strategic planning meeting were 
discussed.  Three key areas, Education, Infrastructure 
and Justice, were identified as priority areas 

Three items will be completed at each meeting. 
1. Reading of the Guidance principles at the 

beginning of each commission meeting.
2. Look at them in an actual way to move forward.
3. Engaging the commissioners.

Senator Escamilla stated that the purpose of the meeting 
was to make sure everyone was aligned and understood the 
purpose and role of the WIEC.  Membership is important to 
the future of the commission. There are at least 3 positions 
still open. All 3 positions must be approved by the 
Governor’s office. Senator Escamilla stated that there is an 
application process but the Governor’s office does take the 
commission’s recommendations for consideration. Co-chair 

Sarah will send out the 
application nomination 
process. (Complete 9/22/20)

Sarah will follow up on the 
applications.
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Commission 
Members

Covid 19

Future meetings

Freigang asked that because the process can take a long 
time, the commission can ask the potential nominees to 
attend as a public member while waiting. Senator Escamilla 
stated that she would hate to have someone attend and 
then not be approved as a member. 

Senator Escamilla stated that even with the Covid 19 impact 
that the commission must move forward.  One thing that the 
commission would like to look into is the aftermath of the 
pandemic and the ability for women working from home 
concerning child care, in home schooling etc., and still 
staying in the workforce.  Several members stated that it 
could be months before any aftermath information could be 
gathered. It was suggested that the commission go to rural 
areas of the state to ask for different perspectives. 

Representative Weight said that getting some foundation in 
Salt Lake City would be a great starting point and to get 
some policy direction. 
Representative Lisonbee suggested to go to the different 
regions and collect information with an agenda. Senator 
Escamilla confirmed that it should be a listening tour done 
virtually. 

Jennifer suggested that the focus be on how and what 
information should be collected. She suggested contacting 
other agencies as hosts around the state.  She also 
mentioned it could be to the commission’s advantage to 
enlist the media for advertising. 

Anne Marie Wallace, Sarah Brenna, and Kerrianne Lisonbee 
volunteered to be on the adhoc committee lead by co-chair 
Freigang.

Sarah suggested that the next commission meeting be done 
Via ZOOM.  

Next meeting
Tuesday November 24, 2020 from 2-4 pm

Motion to Adjourn.

Motion: Have an adhoc group 
within the commission to 
submit a proposal on what 
the listening tour would look 
like at the next meeting.

Motion passed

Motion passed.  Meeting 
adjourned.


