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UI Fraud Convictions 
The Department of Workforce Services takes the crime of unemployment insurance fraud very 

seriously and actively prosecutes such cases.  The most common cases pursued by the 

Department involve the failure to report work and earnings and may include other crimes where 

the claimant has engaged in prohibited activities while filing for unemployment insurance.  

 

The Department strongly urges claimants to contact the Claims Center if they have any questions 

about how to accurately report their earnings or activities that might impact their eligibility to 

receive benefits. 

 

Below is a detailed record of convictions obtained by the Department for the most recent 12-

month period.    

 

 

Under Utah 

State Criminal 

Code 
76-3-203 

76-3-204 

76-3-301 

 

2016 

 

 

2017 

 

 

2018 

 

 

2019 

 

 

2020 

(To Date) 

2nd Degree Felony 
 

Could include 

imprisonment 

of 1-15 years, 

and a fine up 

to $10,000 

0 0 0 0 0 

3rd Degree Felony 
 

Could include 

imprisonment 

of up to 5 

years, and a 

fine up to 

$5,000 

3 8 3 0 0 

Class A 

Misdemeanor 
 

Could include 

imprisonment 

up to 1 year, 

and a fine up 

to $2,500 

20 18 12 10 3 

Class B 

Misdemeanor 

 

Could include 

imprisonment 

up to 6 

months, and a 

fine up to 

$1,000 

1 0 0 0 0 

Class C 

Misdemeanor 

Could include 

imprisonment,  

up to 90 days, 

and a fine up 

to $750 

0 0 0 0 0 

Plea in Abeyance  12 13 8 10 0 
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Conviction Details 
February 2020 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Jontue Chavez 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 360 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $10,920.00 at a rate of $20 per month. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Corey Sterling 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 364 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $10,400.00 plus interest at a rate of 

$200 per month. 

 

January 2020 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Rebecca A Peirce 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 364 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 24-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $10,985.00 plus interest at a rate of 

$100 per month. 

 

December 2019 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $10,520.00  

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is placed on a 12-month court probation. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $11,528.00  

 First payment is $3,000 and then remaining restitution will be paid at a rate of $100 per 

month.  

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is placed on a 12-month court probation. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Kenneth Jackson 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 364 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to submit proof of employment every 90 days to the AG’s office.  

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $10,534.00 at a rate of $100 per month. 
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November 2019 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $10,912.00 at a rate of $312 per 

month. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $11,396.00. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Charles Cowan 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 364 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 48-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $10,100.00 at a rate of $100 per month. 

 

October 2019 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-Thomas Hyde 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 364 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $6,930.00 at a rate of $198 per month. 

 

August 2019 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Second Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $6,394.59 plus interest. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $6,772.00. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is placed on a 24-month court probation. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $6,185.00 at a rate of $270 per 

month. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is placed on a 24-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to complete 60 hours of community service at a rate of 5 hours per 

month. 
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July 2019 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Second Degree Felony)-LTravis Hugh 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 364 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-month court probation. 

 Defendant is ordered to complete DNA testing. 

 Defendant is ordered to complete 48 hours of community service. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $10,754.00 at a rate of $300 per month. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 

June 2019 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $10,720.00 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-Luis Reyes 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 364 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 36-month probation to be 

supervised by Third District Court. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $5,652.00 at a rate of $200 per month. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 

April 2019 

Class A Misdemeanor (Amended from a Third Degree Felony)-William Lambert 

 Defendant pled guilty to one count of Unemployment Compensation Fraud.  

 Defendant is ordered to complete 365 days in jail.  

 Jail time is suspended and the defendant is placed on a 24-month probation to be 

supervised by Third District Court. 

 Defendant is ordered to pay restitution amount of $5,426.00 at a rate of $100 per month. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $19,308.88 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 

 Defendant is ordered to submit to DNA testing. 

 Defendant is ordered not to possess, distribute or use any illegal drugs or synthetic 

versions there of.  

 Do not possess or consume alcoholic beverages, including medications and energy drinks 

that contain alcohol.  

 Do not go to a business where alcohol is the chief item sold. 

 

Plea in Abeyance (Amended from a Third Degree Felony) 

 Defendant is ordered to repay restitution amount of $7,610.00. 

 Defendant is ordered to violate no laws. 
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 Defendant placed on a 12-month probation. 


