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UTAH’S EMPLOYMENT SUMMARY: JUNE 2012 
 

Statistics generated by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Washington, D.C., derived from monthly employer and 
household surveys. 
 
SALT LAKE CITY—Utah’s nonfarm wage and salaried job 
count for June 2012, as generated by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics (BLS), expanded by 2.6 percent compared 
against the employment level for June 2011. This is a 12-
month increase of 32,000 jobs, and raises total wage and 
salary employment to 1,240,700. 
 
The seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate—generated 
by BLS—is Utah’s other primary indicator of current labor market conditions and registers 6.0 
percent. The rate has been sitting at 6.0 percent for the past three months. Approximately 
81,300 Utahns are considered to be actively unemployed. The current United States 
unemployment rate, as compared to last month, remained unchanged at 8.2 percent.  
 
Since the beginning of the year, the Utah economy has added 12,400 jobs (seasonally adjusted 
data). 
 
All of Utah’s industrial sectors have added jobs over the past 12 months, the lone exception 
being no growth in the government sector. The growth by sector ranges from 8,500 jobs in 
professional and business services, to 700 in a small category called other services. 
 
The job gains of the past 12 months are starting to make repairs within the labor market, which 
saw a large amount of employment contraction during the recession period. The employment-
to-population (EP) ratio tracks the ratio of the number of people working to the total number of 
working-age men and women in Utah. It currently stands at 62.7 percent. This is up from 62.2 
percent in August 2011, the EP ratio’s lowest point since the recession began.  This ratio has 
increased steadily for nearly 12 months and indicates a positive sign in the economy – not just a 
fleeting anomaly. 
 
Goods Producing 
 
Natural resources and mining is Utah’s strongest growth sector with employment gains over-
the-year of 8.5 percent, or 1,000 jobs, most of which originates in the Uintah Basin, Utah’s oil 
and gas region abutting Wyoming and Colorado. 
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June 2012 
Labor Market Indicators 
 
Utah 
Employment % Change:  2.6% 
Employment # Change:  32,000 
Unemployment Rate:  6.0% 
 
United States 
Employment Change: 1.3% 
Unemployment Rate:  8.2% 
 
Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
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After five years, construction jobs are on the rebound in Utah. Approximately 3,100 new 
construction jobs are estimated to have developed over the past 12 months. This is the best job 
growth this industry has seen since October 2007. 
 
Manufacturing jobs are estimated to have grown by 5,400 positions over the past 12 months. 
This makes manufacturing the second largest job producer in Utah. The gains are occurring in 
both durable and nondurable products. 
 
Service Producing 
 
Utah’s largest employment sector is trade, transportation, and utilities, and is also in the top 
three in job creation with 4,700 new jobs over the past year. The gains are coming from both the 
wholesale and retail components on the trade side. The transportation sector is also pitching in 
roughly 1,400 new jobs over the past year, with most in truck transportation. 
 
The Information sector includes activities such as publishing, motion pictures, 
telecommunications, and Internet services. It is a small employment area in Utah, making up 2.5 
percent of Utah’s total employment. Over the past year, roughly 2,000 new jobs have been 
added, a 6.8-percent growth rate. 
 
Financial activities are on the mend in Utah after the recession’s setback. About 3,100 new jobs 
are estimated to have developed in this sector over the past year. This sector accounts for 
around 6 percent of all Utah employment, the majority of which is concentrated in the Salt Lake 
City area. 
 
The Professional and Business Services sector added the most new jobs in Utah over the past 
year at 8,500. About half of this growth is coming from the professional, scientific, and technical 
side, which is an area that generally requires greater levels of education for employment and 
also returns higher-than-average wages. The remainder is coming from a potpourri of services 
such as security, landscaping, janitorial, building maintenance, and waste management. 
 
Private Education and Health Services is a stalwart of the Utah economy, having grown through 
both of the recessions of the past decade. However, current employment estimates have the 
industry growing at its lowest levels of the past 15 years. Employment gains of 1,200 are only a 
0.8 percent growth rate. 
 
The Leisure and Hospitality sector bounced back to job gains as the calendar shifts away from 
the winter season and into the summer season. They are two separate seasons with two 
separate economic profiles. The industry has added 2,300 jobs to this year’s summer profile 
over last year. 
 
* Additional analysis and tables http://jobs.utah.gov/wi/pubs/une/index.html   
 
* Utah’s July employment information will be released at 9:00 a.m. on Friday, August 17, 2012.  
 
* County unemployment rates for June will be posted on or shortly after July 23 at 
http://jobs.utah.gov/opencms/wi/pubs/une/season.pdf  



Numbers are in thousands June(p) June(r) Percentage May(r) May(r) Percentage
2012 2011 Change 2012 2011 Change

CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE (seasonally-adjusted) 1,349.8 1,337.7 0.9 1,345.4 1,340.0 0.4
   Employed 1,268.7 1,245.0 1.9 1,265.2 1,247.0 1.5
   Unemployed 81.1 92.7 -12.5 80.2 93.0 -13.8
      Unemployment Rate 6.0 6.9 6.0 6.9

NONAGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT (Thousands) 1,240.7 1,208.7 2.6 1,229.9 1,201.7 2.3
Not seasonally-adjusted

PRIVATE SECTOR 1,019.7 987.7 3.2 1,006.4 978.8 2.8

GOODS PRODUCING 201.4 191.9 5.0 197.2 188.4 4.7
Natural Resources, and Mining 12.7 11.7 8.5 12.4 11.4 8.8
Construction 69.6 66.5 4.7 66.9 64.0 4.5
      Construction of Buildings 13.9 12.4 12.1 13.0 12.1 7.4
      Heavy and Civil Engineering 11.3 10.2 10.8 10.2 9.4 8.5
      Specialty Trade Contractors 44.4 43.9 1.1 43.7 42.5 2.8
Manufacturing 119.1 113.7 4.7 117.9 113.0 4.3
   Durable Goods 77.4 73.8 4.9 76.5 73.3 4.4
      Primary and Fabricated Metals 15.7 15.5 1.3 15.6 15.4 1.3
      Computer and Electronic Products 14.9 14.0 6.4 14.6 14.0 4.3
      Transportation and Equipment Manufacturing 11.2 11.0 1.8 11.2 10.9 2.8
   Non-Durable Goods 41.7 39.9 4.5 41.4 39.7 4.3

SERVICES PROVIDING 1,039.3 1,016.8 2.2 1,032.7 1,013.3 1.9
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 237.3 232.6 2.0 236.8 231.7 2.2
   Wholesale Trade 48.1 46.3 3.9 48.2 46.1 4.6
   Retail Trade 139.4 137.6 1.3 138.9 137.3 1.2
        Motor Vehicle and Parts Dealers 16.8 16.5 1.8 16.6 16.4 1.2
        Food and Beverage Stores 21.2 21.8 -2.8 21.1 21.8 -3.2
        General Merchandise Stores 29.1 29.3 -0.7 28.9 29.2 -1.0
   Transportation and Utilities 49.8 48.7 2.3 49.7 48.3 2.9
        Utilities 4.0 4.0 0.0 4.0 4.0 0.0
        Transportation & Warehousing 45.8 44.7 2.5 45.7 44.3 3.2
          Air Transportation 6.8 6.8 0.0 6.8 6.7 1.5
          Truck Transportation 19.8 19.0 4.2 19.7 18.7 5.3
Information 31.5 29.5 6.8 31.2 29.4 6.1
        Publishing Industries 8.8 8.8 0.0 8.8 8.9 -1.1
        Motion Picture and Sound Recording 3.7 3.9 -5.1 3.6 3.7 -2.7
        Telecommunications 4.9 4.8 2.1 4.9 4.8 2.1
        Internet Service Providers 7.1 6.9 2.9 7.1 6.9 2.9
Financial Activities 71.6 68.5 4.5 71.4 68.0 5.0
        Finance and Insurance 54.9 51.9 5.8 54.6 51.6 5.8
        Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 16.7 16.6 0.6 16.8 16.4 2.4
Professional and Business Services 167.7 159.2 5.3 167.2 158.5 5.5
        Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 71.6 67.8 5.6 71.3 67.5 5.6
          Architectural, Engineering, and Related 12.1 12.1 0.0 12.1 12.0 0.8
          Computer Systems Design and Related 17.3 16.2 6.8 17.2 16.0 7.5
        Management of Companies and Enterprises 18.8 18.7 0.5 18.8 18.6 1.1
        Administration & Support
        & Waste Management & Remediation 77.3 72.7 6.3 77.1 72.4 6.5
          Employment Services 19.7 20.2 -2.5 20.0 20.2 -1.0
          Business Support Services 16.9 17.0 -0.6 16.8 17.3 -2.9
Education and Health Services 156.5 155.3 0.8 157.4 155.8 1.0
        Educational Services 33.7 32.3 4.3 34.4 33.0 4.2
        Health Services and Social Assistance 122.8 123.0 -0.2 123.0 122.8 0.2
          Ambulatory Health Care Services 49.9 51.1 -2.3 50.3 51.1 -1.6
          Hospitals 33.2 32.6 1.8 33.0 32.4 1.9
            Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 23.0 22.7 1.3 22.8 22.5 1.3
          Social Assistance 16.7 16.6 0.6 16.9 16.8 0.6
Leisure and Hospitality 118.6 116.3 2.0 110.5 112.9 -2.1
        Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 20.1 18.7 7.5 16.8 17.4 -3.4
        Accommodation and Food Services 98.5 97.6 0.9 93.7 95.5 -1.9
          Accommodation 17.8 17.8 0.0 16.4 17.1 -4.1
          Food Services and Drinking Places 80.7 79.8 1.1 77.3 78.4 -1.4
Other Services 35.1 34.4 2.0 34.7 34.1 1.8
Government 221.0 221.0 0.0 223.5 222.9 0.3
   Federal Government 33.9 37.4 -9.4 34.6 37.6 -8.0
         Federal Defense 16.6 17.1 -2.9 16.6 17.1 -2.9
        Other Federal Government 17.3 20.3 -14.8 18.0 20.5 -12.2
   State Government 65.7 62.4 5.3 66.7 63.3 5.4
        State Schools 35.8 33.8 5.9 37.3 34.6 7.8
        Other State Government 29.9 28.6 4.5 29.4 28.7 2.4
   Local Government 121.4 121.2 0.2 122.2 122.0 0.2
        Local Education 65.0 67.7 -4.0 66.9 69.1 -3.2
        Other Local Government 56.4 53.5 5.4 55.3 52.9 4.5

  Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics: Local Area Unemployment Statistics (LAUS); Current Employment Statistics (CES).  July 20, 2012.
    p = preliminary  r = revised  

Utah Nonagricultural Jobs by Industry and
Components of the Labor Force
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June June Percent May April
2012 2011 Change 2012 2012

Estimate Actual Estimate Estimate

BEAVER 2,139 2,174 -1.6 2,136 2,077
BOX ELDER 16,336 17,006 -3.9 16,134 15,892
CACHE 50,969 50,400 1.1 50,999 51,525
CARBON 9,323 9,411 -0.9 9,385 9,390
DAGGETT 478 496 -3.6 439 362

DAVIS 111,032 107,050 3.7 109,569 107,851
DUCHESNE 9,020 8,083 11.6 8,892 8,837
EMERY 3,374 3,558 -5.2 3,360 3,337
GARFIELD 2,853 2,798 2.0 2,669 2,428
GRAND 5,541 5,304 4.5 5,347 5,080

IRON 14,835 14,575 1.8 15,348 15,456
JUAB 3,084 3,103 -0.6 3,097 3,056
KANE 3,443 3,424 0.6 3,220 2,968
MILLARD 3,939 4,091 -3.7 3,927 3,870
MORGAN 1,734 1,790 -3.2 1,738 1,695

PIUTE 255 262 -2.8 264 252
RICH 751 758 -0.9 589 507
SALT LAKE 605,029 582,749 3.8 601,015 597,758
SAN JUAN 4,410 4,462 -1.2 4,355 4,224
SANPETE 7,084 6,953 1.9 7,153 7,201

SEVIER 8,060 7,986 0.9 7,948 7,867
SUMMIT 19,979 19,490 2.5 19,040 23,546
TOOELE 16,014 16,225 -1.3 15,984 15,864
UINTAH 15,514 14,407 7.7 15,232 14,937
UTAH 186,071 180,312 3.2 185,863 187,377

WASATCH 6,427 6,061 6.0 6,248 6,042
WASHINGTON 48,742 46,934 3.9 48,651 48,346
WAYNE 988 1,115 -11.4 939 860
WEBER 92,341 90,218 2.4 92,625 92,146

Note: Numbers have been left unrounded for convenience rather than to denote accuracy.
Note: Employment numbers are not seasonally adjusted. Therefore, comparisons of 
employment levels from one month to the next should not be used as job creation/loss
estimates between those months. Seasonal factors could be the reason. For example,
employment levels in September are usually higher than in August, as school employment resumes.
Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services, Workforce Research and Analysis, 7/20/12

NONFARM EMPLOYMENT IN UTAH'S COUNTIES


