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LABOR MARKET INFORMATION (LMI) 

• Employment & Unemployment Statistics
• Job Forecasts
• Wages
• Demographic Characteristics

Quantitative and qualitative data and analysis related to employment and 
the workforce

What is LMI?

Examples



HOW IS LMI APPLIED?

Informed Decision Making
• Business Investment
• Career Preparation
• Education & Training
• Job Search
• Hiring
• Public & Private Workforce Investments

Applications
• Building Data Products
• Informing Policy
• Resource Allocation
• Strategic Planning
• Informing an Audience



AGENDAWhere are we now?

What are some practical 
resources?
Example: Hiring an Attorney in 
Lehi City, UT
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Where are we
NOW?

Photograph by frames for your heart



LABOR MARKETS

Job growth rate

1.5% 3.6%
Unemployment rate

June 2026

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

State of Utah

United States

0.3%
Job growth rate

4.2%
Unemployment rate



UTAH INDUSTRY PROFILES

Source: Bureau of Labor 
Statistics

June 2025 - 2026



Industry Wages
STATE OF UTAH

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Average Monthly Wage Q1 2026
$6,020



Utah’s Unemployment Insurance Claims 
& Job Postings

• Job openings decline as the labor 
market cools

• Unemployment claims are holding 
steady following post-pandemic labor 
shortages

• Job openings and hires begin to 
equalize in 2025

• Employers focus on retention  over 
expansion

Fed raises rates

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Pandemic
Spike in layoffs Low Hire, Low Fire



UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

16,258

Source: Bureau of Labor 
Statistics

United States  4.2%
State of Utah 3.6%

June 2026



UNEMPLOYMENT RATES BY AGE
12 month rolling average (Sep 2023 – Jun 2026)

• Younger workers have higher 
unemployment rates

• Over the last year, 
unemployment rates for older 
workers have increased

• Unemployment rates for the 
25-34 age group have 
recovered in the first part of 
2026

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



UNEMPLOYMENT RATES BY EDUCATION
12 month rolling average (Sep 2023 – Jun 2026)

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Less than High School 
• Highest unemployment rates
• Unemployment rates have been increasing 

since 2025

Bachelor’s Degree or Higher
• Usually have lower unemployment rates
• Unemployment rates increased mid-2025, but 

have since recovered



LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATE

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics via FRED

U.S. 61.5%

Utah 66.4%

June 2026

Utah vs. United States, 1978 – 2026



LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES BY AGE

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

• Participation rates among 
youth (16-24) and prime age 
(35-54) workers fell

• Older workers (55+) 
increased participation rates

• Despite a temporary dip in 
mid-2024, participation 
rates among younger prime 
age workers (25–34) 
rebounded



LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION RATES BY 
EDUCATION LEVEL

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

• High school graduates were 
the largest negative drag 
(this was largely a 
normalization following the 
high post-pandemic 
participation rates

• Workers with some college 
or an associates degree 
were the primary buffer in 
2025

• Bachelor’s degree holders 
shifted from a positive to a 
negative overall impact (this 
group has the highest 
participation rates)



PERSISTENT INFLATION

More money chasing fewer goods  Inflation
Multiple sources….

1. Response to the pandemic
• Federal aid
• High demand for goods
• Supply chain disruption
• Labor Shortage

2. War
3. Tariffs
4. Energy Prices
5. AI build-out

June 2026 inflation at 3.5% year-over-year

“I wouldn’t bet on these more modest inflation readings continuing for 
the remainder of the year.”

       – Mike Reid, head of U.S. economics at RBC Capital Markets
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COMPONENTS OF INFLATION 

Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

March 2022
Federal Reserve 
begins raising interest 
rates

September 2024 
Federal Reserve 
begins cutting 
interest rates

Component Price 
increases

Component 
Price declines

0

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

January 2019 – June 2026
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Mountain CPI: 
  28%

CUMULATIVE INFLATION VS EARNINGS

Source: Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Utah Department 
of Workforce Services

State of Utah:
38%

Q1 2026

Percent Change in Prices and Annual Wages from Q4 2019



CONSUMER CONFIDENCE
Utah vs. United States

Source: Zions Consumer Sentiment Survey, University of Michigan



UTAH

Population by 
Age and Sex

2024

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

STATE POPULATION GROWTH



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

COUNTY SHARE OF STATE POPULATION 
GROWTH 

2024-2025



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, UtahRealEstate.com, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute

UTAH MORE UNAFFORDABLE FOR 
NEW BUYERS

• Ratio of median home price 
to median household 
income – metric for 
affordability

• Peaked in 2022 at 5.7



HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
Share of households with housing cost burden above 30% income

Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

16,258

Source: American Community Survey, 5-Year, 2024
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Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

Source: The Conference Board, Economic Outlook for the US Economy

The Conference Board 
US Economic Outlook, 2024-2027

2024 2025 2026 2027
Real GDP 2.8 2.1 1.9 1.9
Real consumer spending 2.9 2.6 1.5 1.7
Residential investment 3.2 -2.2 -3.9 -0.4
Nonresidential investment 2.9 4.1 6.2 4.7
Unemployment rate (%) 4.0 4.3 4.4 4.4
Labor Force Participation Rate (%) 62.6 62.5 62.0 61.7
PCE Inflation (%Y/Y) 2.6 2.6 3.5 2.5
Core PCE Inflation (Y/Y) 2.9 2.8 3.2 2.7
Fed Funds (%, Midpoint, Period End) 4.375 3.625 3.625 3.625
Brent Oil Price, $/bbl 80.0 68.0 90.0 60.0

Annual



What are some 
practical
RESOURCES?



Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/home

Utah Economic Data Viewer (UEDV)
Occupation Explorer



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/occupation-information

Utah Economic Data Viewer (UEDV)
Occupation Explorer



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

Utah Economic Data Viewer (UEDV)
Occupation Explorer – Occupation Wages

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/occupation-information



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

Utah Economic Data Viewer (UEDV)
Occupation Explorer – Employment Projection

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/occupation-information



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/home

Wages and Occupational Openings Data 
(WOOD)



Graduates Entered the Retail 
Industry in 2023

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home

Wages and Occupational Openings Data 
(WOOD)



Wages and Occupational Openings Data 
(WOOD)

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home



Wages and Occupational Openings Data 
(WOOD)

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home



Wages and Occupational Openings Data 
(WOOD)

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home



Economic Data for Employers

Source: //jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/employer/



Economic Data for Employers
Active Job Seekers by County

Source: 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/l
aborforce/jobseekers.html



Economic Data for Employers

Source: //jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/employer/



Economic Data for Employers
Current Unemployment and Employment Data

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/update/index.html



Economic Data for Employers
Track Quarterly Economic Performance Data

Source: 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/insights/county/statewid
e.html



Exploring All Data

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/employment/index.html



Projections

Source: 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/employm
ent/index.html



Job Openings by Occupation
Lawyers

Source: 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/dat
a/library/employment/shortt
ermoccproj.html



Short-Term Projections
2025 - 2027

Source: 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/dat
a/library/employment/shortt
ermoccproj.html



Labor Force Data

Source: 
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/dat
a/library/laborforce/index.ht
ml



Labor Force Data

Job Openings by 
Occupation

Lawyers

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/occupation/jobdemand.html



Labor Force Data
Commuting

Source: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/laborforce/commuting.html



On The Map

Lehi City, UT

Source: https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/



On The Map
Lehi City, UT

Source: https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/



On The Map

Inflow/Outflow

Lehi City, UT

Source: https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/



On The Map

Area Profile

Lehi City, UT

Source: https://onthemap.ces.census.gov/



Source: https://livingwage.mit.edu/

MIT Living Wage Calculator
Utah County, UT



Source: https://livingwage.mit.edu/

MIT Living Wage Calculator
Typical Expenses, Utah County



Source: https://livingwage.mit.edu/

MIT Living Wage Calculator
Typical Annual Salaries, Utah County



Source: Lightcast

Lightcast Occupation Snapshot
Lawyers, Lehi City, UT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



Source: Lightcast

Lightcast Occupation Snapshot
Lawyers, Lehi City, UT

DEMAND



Source: Lightcast

Lightcast, Occupation Snapshot
Lawyers, Utah County, UT

COMPENSATION



Source: Lightcast

Lightcast, Occupation Snapshot
Lawyers, Utah County, UT

DEMOGRAPHIC DETAILS



Additional Online Resources

• County Snapshots: 
• Job growth, unemployment rates & claims, wages, taxable sales, construction permitting
• County Snapshots: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/insights/county/index.html

• Utah Economic Data Viewer (UEDV):
• Employment and Wages by Industry: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/industry/current 
• Labor Force, including unemployment rates: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/labor-force 
• Wage and Occupational Openings Data: https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home 
• Occupational Explorer: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/ 
• Firm Find (employer search tool): https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/firmfind-home 

• Occupational Projections
• Short-Term: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/employment/shorttermoccproj.html
• Long-Term: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/employment/occprojections.html

• Latest Employment Press Release: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/update/index.html 

• Additional Resources and Dashboards: https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/ 

https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/insights/county/index.html
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/industry/current
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/labor-force
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/labor-force
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/labor-force
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/almiswage-home
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/firmfind-home
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/firmfind-home
https://jobs.utah.gov/utwid/firmfind-home
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/employment/shorttermoccproj.html
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/employment/occprojections.html
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/update/index.html
https://jobs.utah.gov/wi/data/library/


THANK

YOU801.891.2603

gkervin@utah.gov

140 E 300 S, Salt Lake City, UT 84111

jobs.utah.gov

Gwen Kervin
Senior Economist

Utah Department of Workforce Services
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