Farm, Field, and Future

A Look at Agriculture in Box Elder
Box Elder Summit 2025

Michael Jeanfreau — Senior Economist
Utah Department of Workforce Services
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Overview

1. Does agriculture in Box Elder still matter? (Don’t get mad, it’s yes)
2. NASS
3. Farm
4. Field
5. Future
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Box Elder is getting bigger...
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Components of Population Change

Box Elder County: Components of population change
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Nonfarm Job Growth Positive
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Box Elder Employment by Industry, March 2025

Employment Share 12 months ending March 2025*=

Construction
2,184 (9%)

Leisure/Hospitality
2,037 (9%)

Ed/Health/Social Svecs
2,023 (9%)
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Wage Growth Stalling

Four-Quarter Moving Average
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Unemployment Rate, July 2025
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How Can We Look at Agriculture?

2023 Covered Agricultural 2018-2022 American Community
Employment as a Percent of Total Survey Agricultural Workers as a
Quarterly Census of Employment and Percent of Total Workers

Wages Jobs

2.0% 0,40
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How Can We Look at Agriculture?

1. USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS)

2. Runs the Census of Agriculture every 5 years
3. Mandatory, mailed to every farm = higher coverage F\ United States Department of Agriculture
- National Agricultural Statistics Service
4. Captures hired, unpaid, migrant, and seasonal labor
3,735
5. Covers small & Ul-exempt farms missing from QCEW
6. More ag-specific detail than ACS household survey co0
373
e — L ]

7. County level data since 1997 2020 Covered Quarterly Census of 2018-2022 American Community 2022 Agricultural Census

Employment and Wages Survey Agricultural Workers**® Producers and Hired Labor***

. Agricultural Jobs Jobs*
8. NASS shows agricultural employment as (seasonally)

the 3" largest industry in Box Elder.

9. S values adjusted to 2023 (not native to NASS)
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Farm
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Acres and Operators (Farms)

1,100,000- . — 1,000
1,077,293 1,082,577 _
1,000,000~ \ 900
850 oao
900,000- 827 817 819 -800
873,993
800,000- 775,797 700 »
/ ?
, O 706,355 713,130 -600 E
u L
600,000- v
5 ’ -500 o
= g
500,000- g
-400 o
400,000- g
-300
300,000-
-200
200,000-
100,000- -100
0

1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

Year

WVNANVKWE

[ PR ] SERVICES
v RESEARCH & ANALYSIS

Image Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service



Who is doing the

work?

Utah agriculture relies heavily on
producers themselves — two-thirds of
the statewide farm workforce are
producers, one-third are hired workers.

County patterns vary: Box Elder, Cache,
and Weber employ large numbers of
hired workers, while rural counties lean
more on producers.

Labor mix matters: areas with more hired
workers face different challenges in
wages, seasonality, and workforce
stability.

Image Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service

Producers and Hired Workers*

Utah County ST
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Box Elder County _
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*Does not include unpaid workers.

Share of Producers and Hired Labor*
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4 in Total Operators (Farms)
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2" in Total Acres in County
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2022 $ / Acre, 2023 adjusted.

Count.. &
Weber
Utah

Davis

Salt Lake
Wayne
Wasatch
Washingtan

Cache

£19,445

Emery
Sevier
Sanpete
Kane
Garfield
Summit
Piute
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Iron
Tooele
Millard
Morgan
Carbon
Box Elder
Duchesne
Rich
Grand
Uintah £938

San Juan 779
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2022 $ / Operation, 2023 adjusted.

Count.. = |
Iron £E,099,353
Rich £5,858,190
Millard £5,637,007
Eeaver $5,619,360
Grand £4 041,578
Fiute £3,807,604
Eox Elder £3,753, 665
Kane £3,684 820
Wayne £3 244 A18
Tooele £3,320,889
Sanpete £3 769,570
Utah £2,996,258
Summit £2,853,727
Cuchesne £2 751,301
Uintah £2,633,785
Cavis £2,610,421
Cache £2,561,199
Salt Lake £2,499,176
San Juan %2, 379,755
Morgan £2 317 355
Garfield £2,199,189
Washington £2.1%4 715
Carbon %7 1R5,132
Wasatch $2,147,670
Emery £2,141,617
Sevier £2,113,888
Weber £1,792,254
2 3 Al SV &M 7
Value adj 2023 ﬂ
| |
«”

Image Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service
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In 1997, 59.81% of
producers (farm owners,
not hired workers) were
below 54. (Box Elder
specific)

Image Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service

Age Distribution, 1997

Age 25To 34 74.0 (7.419%)

Age 35To 44 253.0 (25.35%)
Age 45 To 54 270.0 (27.05%)
Age 55T0 59 119.0 (11.92%)

Age 60 To 64 149.0 (14.93%)

Age 65 T0 69 133.0 (13.339%)
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By 2022, this dropped to
48.51% of producers
(farm owners, not hired
workers) below 54. (Box
Elder specific).

They added a whole new

age category up to 74 for
2017 and 2022.

Image Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service

Age Distribution, 2022

Age 25To 24 180.0 (8.609%)

Age=35To 44 472.0 (22.56%)

Age 45 To 54 363.0 (17.35%)

Age 55To 64 604.0 (28.87%)

Agees5To /4 473.0 (22.61%)
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Farm Income, Adjusted to 2023

140M

. Animal Totals, Incl Products
. Crop Totals

120M $124,907,354
$106,293,574

100M

S80M

96,840,860
$70,724,015

60M

A40M

20M

OM
1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2024
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Division of Agricultural Land in Box Elder

Pastureland, (Excl Cropland & Woodland)
64.00%

Woodland (Excl Cropland &

6.00% Pastureland &
Woodland)
4.00%
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Division of Land
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Box Elder Detailed Sales, 2022

Field Crops, Other, Incl Hay -

Sheep & Goats Commeodity
Totals, Incl Wool & Totals, Incl
Mohair & Milk -

Sheep, Incl Lambs -
Sales, Measured In
£5. 728,066

Fruit & Tree Nut
Totals, (Excl Berries)
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Box Elder Cropland Use by Acre, 2022

Hay, Alfalfa - Acres Harvested Hay, (Excl Alfalfa) - Acres Safflower -
47,698 Harvested Acres Harvested
13,333 8,231
No
soybean! _
Corn, Grain - Acres Haylage,
Harvested Alfalfa - Acres
7,414 Harvested
3,913
Wheat - Acres Harvested !
38,298
| - Barley - Acres
Haylage - Acres Harveste Harvested
SR 3,146
Onions,
Corn, Silage - Acres Dry -
Harvested
4,979 Triticale
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All Crops (Harvested), 1997-2022

—

‘. Hay, Alfalfa - Acres Harvested

/,-_f__'—q

15996

2000

2004

2008

2012

Year

2016

2020 2024

Mint, Qil - Acres Harvested
. Mint, Peppermint, Oil - Acres Harvested

Asparagus - Acres Harvested
Barley - Acres Harvestad
Beans, Dry Edible, (Excl Lima), Incl Chickpe. B8 Mint, Spearmint, Qil - Acres Harvested
. Dats - Acres Harvested

Onions, Dry - Acres Harvested

. Beans, Snap - Acres Harvested
Beets - Acres Harvested

. Cnions, Green - Acres Harvested

B Peas, Chinese (Sugar & Snow) - Acres Harv..

B Peas, Green, (Excl Scuthern) - Acres Harve..

. Berry Totals - Acres Harvestad
. Carrots - Acres Harvested
Corn, Grain - Acres Harvested
B Corn, Silage - Acres Harvested Peppers, Bell - Acres Harvested
Cucumbers - Acres Harvested . Peppers, Chile - Acres Harvested
. Garlic - Acres Harvested

Grazses & Legumes Totals, Seed - Acres Ha. [l Pumpkins - Acres Harvested

Potatoes - Lcres Harvested

. Grasses, Wheatgrass, Ssed - cres Harves. . Radizhes - Acres Harvested

Hay, (Excl Alfalfa) - Acres Harvested M Raspberries - Acres Harvested
Safflower - Acres Harvested

Hay, Small Grain - Acres Harvested B Sod - Acres Harvested
. Hay, Tame, (Excl Alfalfa & Small Grain) - Ac.. Squash - Acres Harvested

Hay, Wild - Acres Harvested . Sugarbeets, Seed - Acres Harvested
. Haylage - Acres Harvested Sweet Corn - Acres Harvested

Haylage, Alfalfa - Acres Harvested . Tomateoes, In The Open - Acres Harvested
B Vielons, Cantaloup - Acres Harvested Triticale - Acres Harvested
Melans, Honeydew - Acres Harvested . Wheat - Acres Harvested

B \elons. Watermelon - Acres Harvested
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Future
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Farm Expenses

40M
3.823,371

35M
31,208,118

30M

25N

20M
41,654

15M

. Animal Totals - Expense, Measured In 3
. Feed - Expense, Measured In $
10M M Fertilizer Totals, Incl Lime & Soil Conditioners ..
Fuels, Incl Lubricants - Expense, Measured In $
nterest - Expense, Measured In $
SM Labor, Contract - Expense, Measured In &
. Labor, Hired - Expense, Measured In $
Rent, Cash, Land & Buildings - Expense, Meas..

OmM

Seeds & Plants Totals - Expense, Measured In $

1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022
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Low Dependency on Fed. Govt. Aid.

$42,195
40K
35K
30K
] $25,147
'% 25K $24,169 -
a — — $25,142
e $23,547
E $19,783
“L;zm{ $22,395
wr $15,94l $19,876
15K $17,648
Lok $11,269 $14,206
5K
0K
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Farm Income, Adjusted to 2023

140M

. Animal Totals, Incl Products
. Crop Totals

120M $124,907,354
$106,293,574

100M

S80M

96,840,860
$70,724,015

60M

A40M

20M

OM
1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2024

ﬂ WORKFORCE
SERVICES
v RESEARCH & ANALYSIS

Image Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service



Runaway Value of Land

3200M $3,056,905,512
3000M

2800
2600
2400
2200
2000
1800M
1600M
1400
1200M
1000M $1,165,422,968
800
600

400M

200M $124,907,354 $106,293,574
OM $70,7 24=0b5 MBBO

1996 1898 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022 2024
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Operations with Gain/Loss
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‘Once it's gone, it's gone;’ Box Elder County
farmer preserving farming land for farming

Raegan A. Edelman Tremonton Leader Jul 23, 2025 %0
In 1997, Thayne Tagge bought a farm on a whim after a summer searching for good N E W S
peaches.

“They don’t have to buy it from me,” Tagge explained. “I'm giving it to them. But they (SEINEE = . Vi Th Dockor
don’t get to sell it either. They have to use it — to farm it, to keep it going. W N
“This land, it's beautiful, it's a work of art. They call this the ‘million-dollar view,” Tagge
said, standing above the orchards with a full view of Willard Bay, thriving orchards and
even the Bear River Migratory Bird Refuge. “The best place to grow fruit is the best
place to plant a home, too — everybody wants to build here.”

“What | notice is that after the first, second or third generation, there’s a quarrel that
starts. One guy sticks around and keeps farming’s daddy’s property, right? And the
other siblings get nothing from it, and then there’s this big clash where they say, ‘you
either buy me out or we got to sell it,” Tagge explained. “Usually they can’t afford to
buy them out, and selling is the only option.”

“Less than 3% of our fruits and vegetables are grown in Utah,” Tagge said. “Ninety-
seven percent are trucked in. So when you stop at a fruit stand, or a farmer’s market,
you’re not just buying a peach — you’re casting a vote.”

A vote for local food. For family farming. For keeping this land in trees instead of R
WORKFORCE
rooftops. ﬂ SE?E’A".%Eﬁ & ANALYSIS
«”

Source: https://www.hjnews.com/news/local/once-it-s-gone-it-s-gone-box-elder-county-farmer-preserving-farming-land-for/article_aabb122e-0988-44b0-8f4d-660e48fb50ff.html



- News_ Journalgs,

The market is creating a lot of
pressure that is not entirely
positive to agriculture.

Coordinated local and state
ordinances may help address
community concerns.

Save the Fruit Highway, Peach
Days, Bring-Your-Tractor-To-
School Day, without sacrificing
economic prosperity.

Image Source: Box Elder News Jouranl

Local Actions

Brigham City Council puts 192-acre rezone for housing
development on hold for revisions, resident concerns

about loss of agricultural land

(® Open Audio Article Player
September 03, 2025

By MNelson Phillips Staff writer nphillips@benewsjournal.com

Box Elder County approves three new Ag protection

daleas

(® Open Audio Article Player
July 09, 2025

By Nelson Phillips Staff writer nohillips@benewsiournal.com

Ag heritage zone approved for 573 acres near Thatcher

(® Open Audio Article Player
September 03, 2025

By Nelson Phillips Staff writer nphillips@benewsjournal.com
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Image Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service
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Honey, You're so Sweet

2010

389

2012

2014

2016

208

2018

2020

1,240

2022 2024

1,240 hives at ~50,000 bees
per hive is 62 million bees.

Box Elder’s population was
about 64,000 in 2024 (ACS).

That’s almost 1000 domestic
bees per person.

It's a little less than 600-700
worker bees per pound of
honey in their working life (6
weeks) which gets us...

~1.4 pounds of honey per
person per year.
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Questions?

Contact Information:

Michael Jeanfreau
Senior Economist

mjeanfreau@utah.gov

jobs.utah.gov/wra
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