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LABOR MARKET 
INFORMATION 

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services

• Employment & Unemployment 
Statistics

• Job Forecasts
• Wages
• Demographic Characteristics

Quantitative and qualitative data and analysis related to 
employment and the workforce

What is LMI?

Examples



HOW IS LMI APPLIED?
Informed Decision Making
• Business Investment
• Career Preparation
• Education & Training
• Job Search
• Hiring
• Public & Private Workforce Investments

Applications
• Building Data Products
• Informing Policy
• Resource Allocation
• Strategic Planning
• Informing an Audience



Where are we?1

How d id  we  ge t he re ?2

What Cha lle nge s  do we  

face ?

3

AGENDA

Whe re  a re  we  going?4



Where are we
NOW?

Photograph by Dennis Brown



UTAH
LABOR MARKETS

State Job growth rate

0.6% 3.8%
State Unemployment rate

January 2026

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services

Uintah Bas in J ob  
growth ra te

1.0 % 4 .1%
Uintah Bas in Une mployme nt 
ra te



UTAH JOB GROWTH
Outpacing Most of the Nation

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics Current Employment Statistics (CES), not seasonally adjusted



UTAH JOLTS DATA
Declining Openings, Higher Layoffs

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



UINTAH BASIN EMPLOYMENT

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Servies and QCEW

25,369



JOB GROWTH IN BASIN
Above average, with some recent slowing

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Servies & QCEW

0.6%

1%

0.2%



UNEMPLOYMENT RATES

U.S.: 4.3%
Duchesne: 4.2% 
Uintah: 4.1%
State: 3.8%
Daggett: 3.5%

Source: Local Area Unemployment Statistics

The Utah Advantage



UINTAH BASIN

Source: Department of Workforce Services

Unemployment Insurance Claims



JOB GROWTH

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Broad Gains



UINTAH EMPLOYMENT

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services 

By Industry

Over 40% of all employment in 
Uintah is in 2 supersectors; 
Trade/Transportation/Utilities 
and Government.

• Trade/Transportation/Utilities 
is made up of industries such 
as retail, transportation and 
warehousing and utilities.

• Government includes local, 
state and federal positions

Leisure/Hospitality
9%



DUCHESNE EMPLOYMENT

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services 

By Industry

Half of all employment in 
Duchesne is in 2 
supersectors; 
Trade/Transportation/Utilities 
and Government.

• Mining is 18% of all jobs in 
the county, the highest 
proportion of any county in 
Utah

Prof/Busi 
Services
4%



BASIN INDUSTRIES

Source: Lightcast

Compared to National Average

Prof/Busi 
Services
4%



UINTAH COUNTY

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services 

Leisure/
Hospitality
7%

Financial
Activities
2%

M
anufacturing

2%

Largest Employers



DUCHESNE COUNTY

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services 

Leisure/
Hospitality
7%

Financial
Activities
2%

M
anufacturing

2%

Largest Employers



COMMUTING PATTERNS
OnTheMap

Source: LEHD OnTheMap



BASIN IN-DEMAND SKILLS

Source: Lightcast

Compared to National Average

Prof/Busi 
Services
4%



How did we get
HERE?



TOTAL FERTILITY RATE
1960 -2023

Source: Kem C. Gardner, National Center for Health Statistics



UTAH NET MIGRATION
2011-2025

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

In-migration increases

In-migration surpasses 
natural increase



UINTAH COUNTY

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Population Change



DUCHESNE COUNTY

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Population Change



POPULATION GROWTH
Centered on Metro Areas

Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Duchesne Uintah



What Challenges 
do we
FACE?

Photograph by Intricate Explorer



UINTAH BASIN HOUSING

Source: U.S. Federal Housing Finance Agency, FRED

Slower Rise in Prices Since 2020



UINTAH BASIN HOUSING

Source: U.S. Federal Housing Finance Agency, FRED

Housing Outpacing Wages



Under Pressure
Historic Inflation
More money chasing  fewer goods  Inflation

Fe brua ry 2026  infla tion a t 2 .4 % ye a r- ove r- ye ar

“Infla tion has  e as e d  from its  pande mic- e ra  pe ak, but p rogre s s  has  
s ta lle d  ove r the  pas t ye a r ma inly due  to  ta riffs . In add ition, I e xpe c t 
e le va te d  e ne rgy price s  will be  re fle c te d  in upcoming infla tion 
re ad ings .”   
 – Phillip  N. J e ffe rs on, Vice  Cha ir of Fe de ra l Re s e rve  Board  of 
Gove rnors , April 7th 2026



INFLATION & WAGES
The Value of A Dollar

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics



INFLATION & WAGES
The Race Between Wages and Inflation

Source: Authors Calculations, Bureau of Labor Statistics

CPI (Inflation)

Wages



COMPONENTS OF INFLATION
Food, Fuel and Shelter

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Component 
price increases

Component 
price declines



Under Pressure
ECONOMIC
UNCERTAINTY
Re ce nt marke t unce rta inty
• Unce rta inty s lows  growth as  bus ine s s e s  

and  cons ume rs  re duce  s pe nd ing amid  
unc le a r e conomic  outlook
• Re duce s  cons ume r s pe nd ing
• De lays  bus ine s s  inve s tme nt
• Dis rupts  financ ia l marke ts

• Short- run phe nome non 
 



ECONOMIC POLICY 
UNCERTAINTY INDEX

Source: Baker, Bloom, Davis via FRED

COVID
Tariffs

Iran 
Conflict



STOCK MARKET VOLATILITY
VIX Index

Source: Chicago Board Options Exchange via FRED

Pandemic Current



DEFAULT RATES

Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System (US), FRED

On the Rise



INFLATION EXPECTATIONS

Source: University of Michigan via FRED

Expected to Fall



Where are we
GOING?

Photograph by Gerson Repreza



Uinta Basin Railway
Whitmore Park Line

• Approved by Surface 
Transportation Board (STB) in 
2021, recommending Whitmore 
Park Line

• Ruled favorably by U.S. Supreme 
Court May 2025

• Currently pending additional 
review by STB

• Estimated completion date: 2027
Source: Uintah Basin Railway



Uinta Basin Railway
Whitmore Park Line 

STB Estimates for short- and long-term jobs, labor income and value added from the Uinta Basin Railway 
Whitmore Park Line project.

Impact Jobs Generated from initial 
Construction phase

Jobs Generated from 
Operation and 
Maintenance*

Labor Income ($ 
million)**

Value Added ($ 
million)**

Direct 1,630 120-270 $164.6-$176.2 $211.7-$232

Indirect 760 50-120 $33.2-$36.5 $67.9-$75.2

Induced 620 30-80 $21.2-$22.8 $49.1-$52.7

Total 3,000 190-470 $219-$235.5 $328.7-$312.9

*Range accounts for low and high rail traffic scenarios following construction
**2021 dollars. Includes both Construction and Operation and Maintenance phases.
Source: Surface Transportation Board,  Office of Environmental Analysis



Regulatory Relief Plan

Source: Utah Department of Commerce, Office of Artificial Intelligence Policy

AI and Productivity in Utah



Artificial
Intelligence

“Over the last century, disruptive innovation has generally favored the young and the 
well-educated, because they can adapt to new ways of doing things. AI could be 
different, but I doubt it.”
            David J. Deming



CONSUMER SENTIMENT INDEX

Source: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute & University of Michigan

Utah Remains Optimistic



Utah

Economic 
Outlook

Source: Utah Economic Council

March 2026



YOU
THANK

• Henry  Pernichele
• 385 -584 -6992  
• hpernichele@utah .gov
• Jobs .utah .gov

Questions?
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