
The Washington County Economy 
Getting Down to Facts 
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U.S. GPD is 
growing near 
its long-term 
average (0.7 

percent for the 
last 30 years. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. 

Quarterly Change in U.S.  
Real Gross Domestic Product 



United States  
Seasonally Adjusted Nonfarm Jobs 
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Nonfarm Jobs 
have steadily 

increased since 
the end of the 

recession. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



United States Year-Over Change in NonFarm Jobs 
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Year-to-year 
growth is 

near the 30-
year average 

of 1.2 
percent. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



United States  
Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates 
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Unemployment 
rates are 

trending down. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



Change in Discouraged U.S. Workers 
and Unemployment Rate 
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Year-to-Year Change in
Discouraged Workers
Unemployment Rate

Number of 
discouraged 
workers is 
declining. 

Source. U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



Year-Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs 
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Washington County

United States

Utah

Washington 
County 

growth rate 
equaled 5.4 
percent in 

March 

Real or 
survey 
error? 

Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



Washington County Year-Over Job Change 
March 2012 (preliminary) 
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Up 2,450 jobs total 

Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

Broad-based 
growth. All 
industries 
expanded. 



Percent Change in Nonfarm Jobs by Industry   
March 2011-March 2012 
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Most 
Washington 

County 
industries 

are growing 
faster than 
the state 

industries. 

Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services. 
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Notice the changes 
in construction and 

private 
education/health/ 

social services. 

Washington County Employment Distribution by Industry 

Source: Utah Department of Workforce Services. 



Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates 
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rates are 

ESTIMATE—
issues with 

“smoothing.” 

Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 



Washington County Change in Gross Taxable Sales 

Source: Utah State Tax Commission. 
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Year-over Change in MSA Area  
Housing Price Index (HPI) 
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Expansion 
of coverage 

distorts 
year-to-

year 
change. 

Source: Office of Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight, http://www.ofheo.gov/hpi.aspx. 

First year-
to-year gain 
reflected in 

data. 



St. George MSA Housing Price Index 
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Source: Office of Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight, http://www.ofheo.gov/hpi.aspx. 

“Bubble” 
gains have 

evaporated. 



Housing Affordability Index 
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Source: National Association of Homebuilders; Wells Fargo Bank. 

% of homes which are affordable to families with the median 
income. 

Washington 
County 

about the 
same as U.S. 



Washington County Dwelling Unit Permits 
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Source: U of U; Utah Bureau of Economic and Business Research. 

2009—
lowest 

number 
since 1989. 

2012—Up 
21 percent 
Jan-Apr. 



2011 Washington County  
New Dwelling Units by Community 

Source: Utah Bureau of Business and Economic Research. 
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2011 Washington County Change in Permitted New 
Dwelling Units by Community 

Source: Utah Bureau of Business and Economic Research. 
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Washington 
City had a 

high 
number of 
permits in 

2010. 



Washington County Dwelling Unit Permits 
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In the past, 
more homes 

were 
permitted 
than sold. 

* Source: U of U; Utah Bureau of Economic and Business Research; Utah Association of Realtors. 
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Public 
projects are 

generally 
not 

permitted. 

Washington County New Nonresidential  
Building Permit Valuation 

Source: Utah Bureau of Business and Economic Research. 

Millions of $ 

Nonresidential 
permitting 

typically lags 
residential. 



Washington County 2011 
Permit Values by Building Type 
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Source: Utah Bureau of Business and Economic Research. 

Permitting for 
single family 
homes still 

accounts for the 
highest share of 
permit values. 



• All indicators improving. 
• Job growth near long-term average—faster than Utah 

average. 
• Unemployment trending down. 
• All industries are growing. 
• Unemployment trending down. 
• Sales improving. 
• Home values increasing. 
• Housing market adjusting—signs of improvement in home 

permitting. 

 

The Bottom Line? 
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• Blog— economyutah.blogspot.com 
• Our website— jobs.utah.gov 
• Lecia Langston 

lecialangston@utah.gov 
435-688-3115 
 

There’s more. . . 
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http://economyutah.blogspot.com/
https://jobs.utah.gov/index.html
mailto:lecialangston@utah.gov
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