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Revealing
the
Data



Year-Over Change in Nonfarm Jobs
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Washington County Year-Over Job Change
September 2012 (preliminary)

Source: Utah Dept. of Workforce Services; U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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recovery.
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Percent Change in Nonfarm Jobs by Industry  
September 2011‐September 2012
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Note the 
strong-to-
moderate 

growth rates 
for major 
industries.
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2005‐2011 Private Employment Share by Firm Size



Washington County Year‐to‐Year Private Employment 
Change by Firm Size
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Between 2005, larger 
firms added 530 jobs; 
medium firms lost 900 

positions and small firms 
lost 1,800 positions



Washington County New Hires

Source: U.S. Census Bureau; Local Employment Dynamics.
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Washington County Unemployment Insurance Initial Claims; 
Four‐Week Moving Average
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Initial Claims for 
unemployment 
insurance have 
settled to the 

lowest level since 
the recession.



Seasonally Adjusted Unemployment Rates
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Washington County Change in Gross 
Taxable Sales

Source: Utah State Tax Commission.
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Year-over Change in MSA Area 
Housing Price Index (HPI)
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Home prices 
started 

appreciating in 
late 2011



St. George MSA Housing Price Index

Source: Office of Federal Housing Enterprise Oversight, http://www.ofheo.gov/hpi.aspx.
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“Bubble” 
gains have 

evaporated.



Housing Opportunity Index
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Washington County Dwelling Unit Permits
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The Bottom Line. . .

• U.S. indicators show a positive trend–even 
housing starts are slowly creeping upward.

• Washington County indicators are showing 
concerted robust expansion.

• Nothing in the data to suggest a downturn.



Watch out. . .

• Failure to deal with U.S. debt and spending will 
reduce economic growth.

• Continual talk of an “economic or fiscal crisis” 
could lower expectations and therefore 
economic growth.

• A worldwide economic crisis could spread here.
• However, tracking the data provides plenty of 

warning of an impending downturn.



Economic Data Tools



Our Website



County Profiles

• Historical Data
• Interactive
• Downloadable



Economic Snapshots

Frequent updates 
on the 

information 
presented today



Quarterly Newsletter

• Local Insights
• Quarterly economic update
• An “in-depth” article



Blog



Contact information available in Summit 
materials

• Lecia Langston
• 435-688-3115
• lecialangston@utah.gov


